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Introduction

The Heritage Landscape Inventory Program administereédebyassachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation (DCR) in partnership witlouamregional organizations has led to an
interest in developing a more detailed inventory procesislénitifying the distinctive attributes of roads.
Communities that have participated in the Heritage Lape#sbasentory Program have consistently
identified roads as an important heritage landscape tyfaay communities have adopted a scenic roads
bylaw or ordinance with the goal of preserving certainattaristics; however most believe that they
need additional tools to preserve the scenic and historicatbard their roads. Thus the purpose of this
project, documenting roads in Harvard, Massachusetts develop a methodology for recording specific
attributes of roads that are scenic and in most casesibias well. This is the first task of the three
traditional steps towards preservation: identificationaleation — protection. Knowing which features
are critical to the scenic qualities of a road willphelcommunity better protect them. The methodology
used here has been employed to address the primary priesetoal related to scenic roads — the Scenic
Roads Act — as well as other preservation strategies.

The results of the methodology used make it clear that #mnermany attributes that contribute to a road
being deemed scenic. Likewise, there are land use toolasuobal historic districts, scenic overlay
districts, and local regulations relating to changes alwags are necessary to protect the most
significant characteristics of some scenic roads. Roaskervation strategies are discussed at the end of
this report.

The DCR recent publication seridsrra Firma particularlyTerra Firma 3 — Identifying and Protecting
Historic Roads- formed the basis of the methodology that evolved in thisqiroje




Scenic Roads Act

The Scenic Roads Act of 1973N&assachusetts General Law Chapter 40. Section 15C. Designation and
improvement of scenic road#t gives municipalities the ability to designate certaiads as scenic.

Actions that would result in the removal of a tree stame wall within the right-of-way of a designated
road require a public hearing. The hearing provides opportianibbjection and consideration of
alternative plans.

The law is only three paragraphs long and offers no guidan@valuation of scenic roads and only
guidance on timing of the public hearing (held by the localrpieg board). The Massachusetts General
Law (M.G.L.) states that numbered routes are not eéidii scenic roads designation except those that
begin and end in the same community. (Few roads meebdteption as most numbered routes cross
town borders.) Most communities that have adopted Chdpie&ection 15C have written a short by-law
that mirrors the state statute and lists roads witdootmenting the scenic characteristics. More
recently, some communities have adopted comprehensive ssadschylaws/ordinances that: include a
definition section for terms such as “cutting or removdtees,” “road” and “tearing down or destruction
of stone walls”); list scenic characteristics considenedesignating roads as scenic; and state criteria to
be evaluated in the consideration of applications concernamgcsroads.

The Scenic Roads Act addresses the way in whichadtbe administered locally with the Shade Tree Act
(M.G.L. Chapter 87), which governs a municipality’s actiooscerning shade trees within the public
right-of-way. The Scenic Roads Act requires thatrimgs under Section Three of the Public Shade Tree
Act be held simultaneously. Thus there is coordination letwleese two protective measures and an
opportunity for two entities in local government — the tseeden and the planning board — to work
together to recognize scenic qualities of roads.

The Harvard Scenic Roads Bylaw, consistent with M.Ghapter 40, Section 15C, tBeenic Roads

Act, designates 50 roads as scenic and sets standaras Riahning Board to consider when reviewing
an application to remove or alter a stone wall or trddwse standards are: public safety; scenic views;
preservation of historic and regional characteristcst preservation and enhancement of natural and
aesthetic qualities of the environment. In addition the PlarBaagd adopted Rules and Regulations
(2977) to implement the bylaw.




Harvard Roads ldentification and Evaluation

A qualitative inventory of roads within the community is resaey in order to determine which roads to
preserve and how to preserve the characteristics that hakesatds scenic. While there may be a clear
sense of which roads are scenic and which do not retamicsgualities, the inventory process will
document the specific attributes that contribute to theiscgiality of each road and provide information
for the next steps — evaluating those characteristics éondiete the types of preservation strategies to
employ. Documentation demonstrates that scenic cleariaalerived from the road itself as well as the
many surrounding features (outside the road corridor) tbat be understood in order to advocate for
scenic roads designation and other protection stratedagption of a scenic roads bylaw and
designation of roads only addresses certain issueswlithiroadway; thus other strategies that address
issues along roadways must be considered. ldentificatidresé other attributes is necessary in order to
adopt appropriate preservation strategies for all attributshin the right-of-way and beyond the right-
of —way, generally on private property. All the inforroatgathered will assist in the review of
applications for changes within the right of way.

Identification and evaluation of Harvard's roads inclifieldwork and some historical research.
Investigators drove each designated scenic road andofihttee numbered routes to record physical
descriptions of the roads and their contexts. The currate veas compared to historic maps. Town
Clerk’s records on road acceptance dates were reviasveell as the historic resource inventory on file
at the Massachusetts Historical Commission and at theakbPublic Library. This information has
been compiled into a road-by-road description in the nexiogseof this report.

Prior to beginning the field work, investigators reviewtee scope of the project in terms of road
categories — organizing the roads into groups; determinethvidatures would be recorded; and
developed evaluating factors.

Road Cateqories

The first step in developing a roads inventory for Hadwaas to organize the roads into four categories
and determine the scope of this project. Thus Harvamdisrbad classifications include:

Scenic Roads:Roads that were designated in 1974 when Harvard adoptkth#sachusetts
General Laws Chapter 40-15C, the Scenic Roads Act (Seendpp. Forty-nine roads were
designated as scenic in 1974 and one, Littleton Road, wad sd#i@89 — hence 50 roads are
covered by the Scenic Roads Bylaw. At the time of adoptieretwas no systematic and
recorded evaluation of each road; however for the mosepaht designated road is part of
the historic pattern of roads in Harvard and has deanic qualities.

Numbered Routes: Local or state roads that have a designated stateanumyer Road is
part of Route 110 and Route 111; Massachusetts Avenue i patite 111; and Still River
Road is part of Route 110. (Route 2 and Route 1-495 are platieel “Other Roads”
category. See below.) Numbered routes cannot be desigigaseenic roads; even if they
have scenic qualities, because the M.G.L. specifically prtshdesignation of numbered
routes. However state and federal scenic byways desigratoapply to numbered routes.

Subdivision Roads: Built since the 1950s, generally in accordance with subdivisioirol
law (effective in Harvard in 1953 and present bylaw adopid®70, and amended) and as
part of a residential subdivision of land. They have non lsgsetematically examined as part
of this project except to determine that they have relgto@nsistent character with regard to




engineering and width (generally at least 24’ pavement widiimaracteristically,
subdivision lots in Harvard appear to have a natural vegebatéer along the roads with
dwellings set well back from the road giving an open and weod®l character even in the
more densely developed neighborhoods.

Other Roads: Route 2 and Route 1-495 fall into this category in Hatvaoth are
highways with at least two lanes in each direction @hataccessible only via entrance and
exit ramps. Roads within Devens, the former army liasian are also in this “other roads”
category. Those in Harvard are accessed only fronottre of Ayer via Barnum Road and
Sherman Avenue or via Route 2 exit onto Jackson Road wakthr While there are roads
that have scenic qualities within the bounds of Devengutlsgliction varies and is beyond
the scope of this project.

This report addresses the first two categories in stetal but does not consider the third and fourth at
this time because the focus on this project is to idestignic roads with unique character that may be
vulnerable to change and that are within the Town of Hdivability to guide changes; while other
roads may benefit from preservation strategies, the scdpe pfoject required limitations.

Road Identification

Identification of Harvard roads began with physicallyohg along each road to record features that are
part of the roadway — within the right-of way — such agratfient, length, approximate width, paving
surface, speed limit and other signs posted along thesbaalder condition and materials, and the
presence of utility poles and street lighting. Charasties, such as land use and types of resources
associated with those land uses that contribute to theiexpe of traveling along the road, were also
recorded. Topics that reflect aspects of the roadebabutting landscape are:

topographyof the road and of the adjacent landscape, both of whaghbe flat, have gentle
slopes, be rolling or have steep slopes. This refditetoross slopes perpendicular to the
road and the changing elevation of the road in resportbe topography;

vegetationdescribing the growth on adjacent lands such as foredtds find forests, stands

of trees, hedgerows or tree canopies, scrub vegetation, baursedrred land; and fields and
open space such as agricultural fields planted withdraps, orchards or used as pastureland
or open space where woods have not reclaimed the land,;

geologic featuresuch as cliffs, boulders or rock outcroppings;

water featuresuch as rivers or streams, lakes or ponds, wetlandarshas or even
waterfalls;

vistasacross the landscape which may be panoramic and/or gitmghat may be regional
and may have outstanding features;

built featureswithin the roadway such as drainage features (culveridgds, and abutting
the road such as stone walls, fences, farmstead builditigge or town center and
cemeteries; and

land usessuch as residential, commercial, industrial or reavpati




A field survey form was used in conjunction with a @stypical characteristics or topics (an expansion

of the list above) from which to select characteridocsid on each road. (The list and form are included
in the Appendix.) Dimensional measurements were confibpedviewing the Highway Department’s
Roadway Database (quantitative data used by the HighwaygtBirto develop the community’s road
maintenance plan). Many photographs were taken ofreadto assist the investigators in developing
descriptions. The photographs will serve as a base lireofdlitions as they were at the time of

fieldwork (February-April 2007). It is important to noteat scenic features change with the seasons and
some views are only seen in winter before trees |lealvbig other views are more picturesque and
colorful during spring, summer and fall due to foliage.

Historic research was conducted once the researcheamdmf with the roads and included comparing
present day maps with historic maps (1831, 1870 and 1898) to detegimilarities or variations of the
general alignment of each road. While all roads have bleenged to some degree, many can be quickly
identified on historic maps when compared to the road pattepresent-day maps. Historic properties
along the roads also are indicators of the historic patiar development. The Harvard Inventory of
Historic Assets was reviewed to gain an appreciatidghephysical and historical associations of
properties bordering scenic roads.

Town records provided information on when roads werepeddy the town and also certain name
changes that occurred over time. These records show th@45 the Selectmen named or renamed all of
the town’s roads. Exceptions were Pond Road, TahantbahciWarren Avenue, each of which was not
a town road at that time and had not appeared on ahg &t century historic maps. Idiosyncrasies of
the 1945 report showed East and West Bare Hill Roadsess™Blill; Finn and Fairbank Roads had an
“s” as in Finns and Fairbanks; Old Littleton Road wated Fuller Road; Craggs Road was Bemis Road;
and Old Schoolhouse Road was Crosby Hill Road. Otties ad when roads were laid out, accepted or
renamed also were found in the town records and aoeded on the Scenic Quality road chart that
precedes the road descriptions.

Road Evaluation

Evaluation of the information gathered to determine thd Evagnificance of scenic and historic
character of the road and its associated corridamjisalitative process. Factors considered include:

overall scenic quality (beauty);

scenic quality of terrain / topography;

scenic quality of trees and other vegetation;

historical significance and scenic quality of stone walls;

historical significance of road and its similarity te original layout, carriage
width, and alignment;

historic resources such as buildings, monuments, burial gspstidctures along the road
corridor;

scenic quality of panoramic or long views.

The degree to which Harvard's roads retain these ctaistics varies from road to road and within the
various segments of a road as well. There may be aestan which only a segment of a road will




exhibit elements that contribute to the scenic charagtere, the overriding character of the roadways
was found to be the natural setting — or rural context —wdemerally is preserved.

General Characteristics of Harvard's Scenic Roads

Scenic roads in Harvard were found to have some genenaataristics that will not be repeated in each
description except when there is an exception to these tdi@gstacs. Scenic roads have:

bituminous concrete pavement;

wood utility poles;

no street lights;

no curbs with pavement meeting the dirt or grass shoulder;
no sidewalks; and

no painted center and shoulder lines.

Other general characteristics that were found in mamaofard’'s roads are:

steep inclines and declines reflecting the hilly topograptiieotown, and;
grassy triangles at intersections where roads metg®ie another at less than 90 degree angles
or at T-intersections (in contrast to typical 90 degoee-fvay intersections).

Land use patterns that reflect the historical developwembe seen in the way in which buildings are
oriented to the roads. Historic dwellings and outbuildiegs! to be close to the road while mid to late
20" century structures are set back reflecting zoning bylaaiséquire a deep front setback (75’ from
the center line of the roadway).

General Characteristics of Numbered Roads

In many instances numbered roads are no less sbamiertany other roads in Harvard. However, they
are treated separately mainly due to the wording of tle@i® Roads Act which eliminates numbered
routes from designation as scenic roads.

Harvard has three numbered routes — Ayer Road (Routesntil011), Massachusetts Avenue (Route
111) and Still River Road (Route 110) — that follow muchhefhistoric pattern shown on historic maps,
have historic resources and scenic views. Harvard’s etgdlyoutes share some general characteristics
including:

Bituminous concrete pavement;

Wood utility poles;

Some curbs;

Painted center and shoulder lines;

No sidewalks;

No street lights except at Village Center.

As main roads these routes follow historic routes throagin tvhich means that they are lined with
historic resources. Harvard’'s numbered routes that sumveyed also follow a general rule that
numbered routes in rural communities tend to retain mbiiee scenic and historic qualities than in
suburban and urban areas.




Harvard Roads Preservation

Road preservation requires multiple techniques to preteetic qualities of the road itself and the
surrounding landscape — the setting through which the ras@ga The primary challenge to preserving
scenic attributes is that preservation must be balan@@dsagafety considerations and must
accommodate present day transportation needs. The chafabte roads is altered by two forces;
maintenance of the roads by the town, making them safeearthg the cost of the road management;
and private property owners who alter abutting propertye greservation of scenic roads is affected by
the policies endorsed and enforced by the town. The nagghkrs finding the balance between scenic and
historic character, and pavement management that acchegpsafety at a cost that the town can bear.

Contributing to the challenge are some of the general sclearacteristics found on many of Harvard's
scenic roads such as the hilly terrain, narrowness dfpagement and the winding course of many
roads. Issues such as water run-off, slope proteatidslaoulder maintenance pose problems that often
lead to solutions inconsistent with the scenic and hestivaracter of a road. Water run-off in the
roadway can be a result of poor drainage and less psrsigface on adjacent lots due to new
development; steep banks at the edge of the road preventrwaif; and lack of road maintenance
affects water run-off. Slope protection generally daltsguardrails which often are inconsistent with the
scenic character. Shoulder maintenance is trickytaltiee high cost of and need for appropriate
equipment to trim (but not clear cut) voluntary growthtoeshoulders. In addition shoulders, where
they do exist, tend to be eroded when road widening takes @laghen trying to accommodate non-
vehicular travel — pedestrians, cyclists and equestridpgrticular concern in Harvard. Finally with the
maintenance of banked shoulders (descending and ascending #iepess no space in which to create
pedestrian travel unless there are significant cuts intattascape, which is the antithesis of preserving
scenic character.

Changes on private property adjacent to scenic roadalsamlter the character of the scenic road or can
cause some of the safety challenges noted above. Land ulsgioag in place affect what happens on
private property and can address some of the concernsaatbioms of private property owners; however
other actions such as removal of vegetation on private prapeggnerally beyond the control of a
municipality. Driveway connections in Harvard are governethbyBoard of Selectmen with little
coordination betwee@hapter 140, Article Il, Driveway Construction and Connection Peramtsthe
Scenic Roads Bylaw. Yet nearly every application to adidveway impacts a scenic road except for
those on new subdivision roads. These driveway connecti@rsinftolve the removal of a section of
stone wall and trees and nearly always involve the potéotithe displacement of water from the new
lot onto the road. In addition proximity of one driveway t another can impact safety standards and
generally alters the scenic qualities of the landscapeletChapter 140, Article I, the Selectmen can
impose standards that will provide safe access and marsgerun-off. The driveway connection
bylaw appears to have been a way in which to addressioordriveways which in the past reduced the
number of curb cuts but are now creating other issues withrevand easements.

There are many instances in which the Planning Boagdhdigurisdiction to help protect the character of
the roads, particularly certain types of activities omgig property; and there are an equal number of
instances in which approval was not sought whensiigposed to have been. Thus enforcement becomes
the issue.

While the purpose of this report is primarily identificatmfrthe features that contribute to the scenic
guality of Harvard's roads, some preservation stratemgiesliscussed generally as the next step in
protecting the character.




Features to be Preserved

Preservation of the following types of features will helpriaintain the scenic and historic qualities of
Harvard’s roads:

Alignments particularly those that follow historic patterns, témdollow the terrain climbing and
descending hills and following a winding course around centatural features. Preservation of
these features is critical in protecting vistas, creatargety on the traveled route and limiting
speed. The scenic quality of the terrain is refleatete road’s vertical and horizontal
alignments.

Width, which is relatively narrow except on a few of the maintes, contributes to the character
and has a significant traffic calming effect, particlyl@n roads that are winding and 20’ or less
wide. These narrow widths along with historic alignmeotstribute to the historical
significance of the road.

Vegetatiorandtopographyinclude forests, natural under-story growth, agriculttietds,

orchards, meadows, rock outcroppings, and slopes (muastich have a natural character) along
Harvard’s roads — not designed road edges. The vametyhe naturalness contribute to the
scenic quality of Harvard's roads.

Road structuresuch as stone walls, retaining walls, drainage featurésa couple of bridges
retain an important aspect of rural history and conteilsubstantially to the scenic quality. Dry-
laid walls and low stone piles represent the clearingetddifor agriculture and development of
farmsteads; drainage features vary from granite slaleitalto concrete pipes, many of which are
topped with a granite slab to retain a more naturalaappee. The stone walls (dry-laid
specifically) in particular are an important aspectefscenic character.

Vistasincluding long views straight ahead over a hill or panotanaws to the side of a road
overlooking regional scenic landscapes are one of the most inatihges for the traveler of
Harvard’s roads. There are relatively few of th&senic vistas and they are highly valued by
local residents.

Built featuresparticularly those that reflect traditional land ustqyas such as the array of
historic dwellings, farmsteads, outbuildings and villageersrfound in Harvard are distinctive
gualities that contribute to the road character andiwtinvey a sense of the town'’s history.

While bridges and some guardrails, which are road strstora@y be part of the scenic character in some
communities, those in Harvard are not generally consideggdres to preserve because of their
contemporary utilitarian character. For the most fmavh-owned bridges carry Harvard's roads over the
two highways (Route 2 and Route 495). Exceptions are a coupbmafete aggregate bridges (also
town-owned) dating to the 1920s that cross over streams.d@isihave changed over time from
granite or concrete posts with cables to SS galvamrddveathered (Cor Ten steel) rusted metal rails,
which tend to be perceived as intrusions (although neggssdhe landscape. Thus, these too are not
considered features that contribute to the scenic charadtevever, the Highway Director has indicated
an interest in replacing guardrails with the least obteuguardrail possible and doing so in a consistent
manner throughout the town which would contribute substant@Bysafer and more unified character of
the town’s roads. This procedure can be part of roadtemance guidelines. See below.




Preservation Strateqgies

A working group or ad hoc committee with representatiomfthe Board of Selectmen, Community
Preservation Committee, Conservation Commission, Depattof Public Works, Historical

Commission and Planning Board, as well as other interesteies should be formed to set priorities and
assist the town in implementing preservation strategegioned below. The first step is to enhance
communication between and among town boards with jurisdiotren aspects of the scenic character of
Harvard’s roads. This is particularly important nder to coordinate the responses by the various boards
and commissions. It is anticipated that the compesifcsuch a working group might be able to achieve
this important task or communication at the outset.

The next step is to develop policies taking into account tisgljation of each town board relating to

road features. As the working group explores the variousdjations and responsibilities, contradictions
are likely to arise. Here the working group must determwimat the overriding policy will be in the town

— based on what the goals regarding preservation of saaus are — and must act to change bylaws and
regulations and guidelines so that there is a consistémpmfioy.

Each item in the list of strategies below is discuss®timay help the town in preserving its scenic roads.
The appendix contains links to bylaws that may be applicable.

Amend Scenic Roads Bylaw to include more specific staisdand procedures for review.

Adopt policies and road maintenance and design standartisy(aaly relating to stone wall
construction) that assist the town in making decisioasaéffect scenic roads.

Develop informational materials about scenic roads.

Investigate grant opportunities that may help the towmfid@ment programs and standards
regarding scenic roads.

Provide Historic District Commission with informatiob@ut road features in the local
historic district that require review. Request a gimimmittee for potential historic district
in Still River Village.

Adopt a scenic overlay district bylaw and/or a view presgmdylaw in conjunction with a
flexible zoning bylaw to preserve unique characterigtioag selected scenic roads that are
not within the right-of-way.

Amend the subdivision regulations requiring that for subdivgsmrer four lots a cluster plan
and a traditional subdivision plan are required in ordethfe developer and planning board
to select best planning practices for the town while aftemcentives to the property owner.

Consider Scenic Byway designation of Massachusetts Avepad of Route 111.

Harvard's Scenic Roads Bylawcan be amended to be a more comprehensive bylaw thadescl
additional designating criteria, more specific critéoiareview, standards for driveway design,
procedures for administering the bylaw, and enforcemextegdures would provide the town with a more
consistent process of applying the Scenic Roads Bylamodel bylaw is included the Massachusetts
Historical Commission publicatiol Guidebook on Designating Scenic Roads in Massachusetts
addition to the issues noted here, the reconstruction of stligerequires construction guidelines as well
as a process that works and is enforceable. Guidalihmesd be consistent with the dry-laid quality,




which is prevalent throughout the town. Technically a publarihg is required for repair made to stone
walls along roads that have failed or been damaged. nffdysbe onerous and difficult to track; however
if standards are written, they should be widely distridbated residents should be reminded frequently of
the standards. If work is done without regard to thedstads then the town should take action to
remediate. The same principle applies to cutting oftfeeutilities. This report and the road-by-road
documentation should be useful in enforcing the Scenic SkBgldw.

Stone wall, hiobarn — Stow Road Tree cutting for wires — Old Mill Road

Road Maintenance and Design Standardsan be adopted by town boards following discussions and
public meetings to determine goals of the town regardingsoeeds. Policies and standards must
address safety as well as scenic and historic chasdice A manual published by the Massachusetts
Highway Department (MHD)Project Development and Design Guigeovides guidance on “context
sensitive design” taking into account the setting sodfaatdards vary from rural to urban settings.
Standards may relate to maintaining pavement width wéjgaving or reconstructing roads; replacing
SRR (R RS ‘ guardrails with those of sensitive design and
G0 e - : consistency throughout the town; maintaining
shoulders (not clear cutting); developing road
sign standards; developing non-vehicular
paths; and determining how to address
driveway design. Presently the Selectmen
regulate driveways through Chapter 140,
Article Il. An amendment could require an
alteration permit for all new or redesigned
driveways that access scenic roads. If the
Selectmen are overburdened by this task
' E = consideration could be given to transfer the
authorlty to the Planning Board Publlcatlon of road stedgliown-wide is essential in order to have
residents abide by them and to support town boards in ttieitias that relate to scenic roads. A
delicate balance is required in establishing standartgitbserve character, safety and level of service.

Massachusetts Heritage Landscape Inventory
Harvard Roads Inventory 10



Scenic Roads Informational Campaignshathave
been adopted in other communities could be appliled
to Harvard. Some communities have included the
information on street signs, each of which states the
name of the road and the words “Scenic Road” on
the same sign. Others have developed brochures
with a map of the community highlighting all of the
scenic roads. The same brochure also could note the
significance of scenic roads designation including
the requirement of permission to remove trees and
stone walls.

Scenic Road sign — Sudbury

Grant Programs may be used to specifically document certain aspéstsenic roads in a more

thorough fashion. For instance the Department of Coaservand Recreation administers an Urban and
Community Forestry Grant Program with which communiti&s learn how to identify significant trees
within the right-of-way or develop tree care programse Harvard Conservation Trust has funded an
EIm Tree Program which could be expanded to include othableospecies that contribute to the scenic
character of the roads.

Harvard’s Local Historic Districts Bylaw consistent with M.G. L. Chapter 40C, the Local Historic
District Act, designated two local historic districtsatdard Common and Harvard Shaker Village. These
were adopted through a local initiative to recognize spaogas within the community where the
distinctive characteristics of buildings and places aregoved and protected by this designation. In
these districts design review, for alterations affecting
architectural features that are visible from the publig,wa

is required. Road features as well as historic featan
adjacent land that contribute to the quality of the roadway
in these two districts can and should be preserved through
this review process. In addition Still River Village may be
eligible for local historic district designation. Thigud
require the preparation of a local historic districidst

report in conjunction with neighborhood meetings to
discuss the benefits of establishing a local historic distric
here.

A Scenic Overlay District Bylawcould be written to guide development in specific sceniclayer
districts with a goal of lessening the visual impact afetigoment in order to preserve scenic features
such as open space, farmland and existing trees on pgoinegoerty along scenic roads. Such a bylaw may
provide no-disturb buffer on private property bordering on scendsrmaprotect certain views or it may
outline view corridors in which development would requispacial permit with guidance to reduce the
impact of new construction. A zoning bylaw creating sceniclayelistricts can be written to apply to
numbered routes also, which cannot be included in a swatds bylaw. There are many areas in
Harvard that could be preserved by such a strategy such@tidirigiver Road (Route 110) south of Still
River Village. These types of bylaws can be used to protect certaincoavdors and upper elevations
that are seen from afar within the community. The vimmfPinnacle Road southeasterly or from Old
Littleton Road northwesterly may be preserved with segnlations. One of the difficulties for Harvard
is that many of the fine long distance views are of regjlanascapes over which the Harvard has no
jurisdiction.




Flexible Development Zoning Bylawsnay provide flexibility in applying dimensional requirements
with the express purpose of preserving certain natural taribi$eatures. Flexibility in applying
standards is intended to minimize adverse effect to aledind cultural features and on existing
neighborhoods, not to increase the density of developnidexible zoning allowing for dimensional
variations should go hand in hand with scenic overlay distri

Harvard’'s Open Space and Conservation Planned Residaat Development Bylawis a tool that can

be used to preserve aspects of scenic road charactersbsricig development of subdivisions closely
together and preserving open space. This could be modifreduire that both a traditional preliminary
plan and a cluster development plan be submitted fouladligisions. This would be a requirement in
order to encourage planning for conservation and preservathis.is a technique that has been effective
in other communities because it forces a discussion abotéxt of new housing and importance of
scenic views and open space preservation while also providimdhousing. Furthermore the visual
impact of the types of plans is noteworthy and often psrgaigowards the better land use policy.

Scenic Byway Designatioms a federal program that first requires state levabdesion as a necessary
step in seeking federal scenic byway designation. A statgcsioyway can receive federal funds to
complete a Corridor Management Plan at which pointatiggble for federal designation by the Federal
Highway Administration. The federal designation makes the byhgiple for certain funding programs
to preserve and enhance the qualities for which the desigrias been made. Since the Freedom’s Way
Heritage Association is in the process of seeking fedesajztion for the Battle Road (state scenic
byway designation has been received) it may not be prudentdoeptinis avenue for Harvard's

numbered routes at this time. If there are thosgested in such a designation efforts should be in
coordination with Boxborough for Massachusetts Avenue. Baxlgh participated in the Heritage
Landscape Inventory Program and Massachusetts Aventiepfzaty the “Cathedral of Trees” was
identified as a priority landscape. This is a long pgeaghich should be taken into account. However in
the meantime constant vigilance over state actions on enachlboutes is required as well as continued
dialogue to make sure that state actions do not altexctrec character of the numbered routes — in
particular Massachusetts Avenue which is state maintaibedd use strategies noted above are the best
way to preserve the context of these roads.




Road Descriptions

The descriptions of Harvard's roads are arranged by gpbgal area with a map highlighting the roads
discussed in that section. Scenic roads in eaclaaedssted in alphabetical order next to the
corresponding map. Numbered roads are described in@tepaction — Ayer Road, Massachusetts
Avenue and Still River Road.

General characteristics for scenic roads and for ntedlreutes that are not repeated in each description
are listed in the Harvard Road Identification and Exadun section of this report.

Still River Road (Route 110) in Still River Village

The chart that precedes the road-by-road descript@sysiopsis of the descriptions and provides
approximate length and width within one-tenth of a mile gpekd limit where posted. This information

is not necessarily included in each road descriptiore chart also indicates dates of acceptance by the
town for some roads. These dates were taken from tha Tterk records. In 1945 the Selectmen
named and renamed all of the roads in use at that thrfeotnote on the chart below explains the terms
of this vote. Many roads do not havé"t8 19" century dates of acceptance however they are shown on
historic maps.




Harvard Scenic Roads Chart

Natural Features: Terrain: flat, rolling, steep Forest: pine, deciduous
Fields: hay, pasture, crops, open space  Wetlamed; stream, marshland
Rock: outcropping/boulders, ledge

Other Features: SW = Stone walls V =Views  Tr sgydriangle (traffic island)
Land Use: R = Residential PR = Park and Recreation
| = Institutional ~ C = commercial CL = Congation Land

Dates: H = Historic  M20" c. = Mid 20" century L2¢ c. = Late 28 century
Other: N/P = Not Posted
Road Length* | Width* |Speed | Natural Other Land Town
Name Limit | Features Features | Use Accepted**
Armstrong <.Im 14 N/P Steep; Forest-| SW; TR R:H
Road pine
Blanchard .6m 20', 24’ 30 mph Flat; Forest- | SW R: L 20 c.
Road pine; Rock-

Outcropping
Bolton Road | 2.5m 20, 18 30 mph Rolling; Forestsw, V R:H, M &

Field L20" c.

CL

Brown Road Om 16’ 30 mph Rolling; ForestSW R: H,

Wetland- M20" c.

stream;
Cameron Am 16’ 25 mph| Flat, Slight SW, TR R: 28 c.
Road Roll; Forest-

mixed
Cleaves Hill S5m 16’ 25 mph| Steep; Forest{ SW R: M2d"c.
Road mixed; Rock-

boulder
CraggsRoad| .3m 16’ N/P Steep; Forest-| SW, V, TR | R: M2 c.
(Bemis) mixed; Rock-

outcropping
Cross Road <.Ilm 18’ N/P Rolling; Field] SW R: H

Rock outcrop
Cruft Lane .3m 10’ N/P Flat; Wetland{ SW R: 20 c.

stream
Depot Road | 1.4 m 22’ 25 mph| Flat, Steep; SW R: M 20 1853
(also called Forest-pine; c., PR,
Harvard Field-open Highway
Depot Road) space; Rock- Dept. CL

outcropping,

ledge
East Bare Hill] 1.9 m 20, 18 30 mph| Forest-pine &| SW R:H, M
Road deciduous 20" c.

CL

Eldridge 5m 17 25mph | Flat; Forest- | SW R:20" c. 1934
Road mixed;

Wetland-pond




Road Length* | Width* |Speed | Natural Other Land Town
Name Limit | Features Features | Use Accepted**
Elm Street Am 20’ Rolling; Granite R: H, I
Curb
Fairbank Am 16, 18’ 20 mph| Roalling; TR R: H, I
Street
Finn Road .8m 18 25 mph Flat; Forest- | SW, TR R: 28 c.
pine; Field- CL
pasture;
Wetland-pond
Green Hill .2m 18’ N/P Flat, Steep; SW R:L 20 c.
Road Forest-mixed
Lancaster .8m 20', 24’ 30 mph Flat, Rolling: | SW R: 20, 2T
County Road Forest; Field C.
PR
Littleton 2.8m 14', 16’ | 25,30 | Flat, rolling; SW R:H 1792, 1739
County Road 18’ mph Forested- (farms),
mixed; Fields, 20"c. CL
Wetland
Littleton 24’ 30, 45 | Rolling; Forest-| SW R: H 1930
Road mph mixed; Field; (farms)
Wetland 20" c.
Lover'sLane | .5m 14 N/P Flat, Steep; SW R-H, M20" | 1772, 1801
(Old Post Forest; C.
Road) Wetland-pond
Madigan 5m 18 16’ 25 mph| Flat, Steep; SW R:H, 1805
Lane Fields; M 20" c.
Wetlands;
Rock outcrop
Mill Road .6m 17 N/P Flat, Steep; SW R:H, M &
Forest; Field; L 20"c.
Wetland-
stream; Rock-
outcrop
Murray Lane Sm 18, 14’ N/P Flat; Forest- | SW R: 20 c.
pine; Field farms
Oak Hill 15m 18 20, 30 | Ralling, Steep; | SW, TR R-H, M 1772, 1839
Road mph Field-orchard 20"c. C
Old Boston Am 18, 14 N/P Steep; Forest;| SW, TR R-H
Turnpike Wetland-strean
Old Littleton | 3.3 m 18'-20’ 20, 30, | Steep, Ralling, | SW, V R-H, 20 c.
Road 35 mph | Field-meadow; CL
Forest-mixed
Old Mill 1.2m 24’ 20 30 mph Flat; Forest; | SW R: H, L2¢
Road Fields; Stream C.
Oold 3m 14 N/P Steep; Forest,| SW, TR R-H, M Name change
Schoolhouse Rock- 20" c. in 1954
Road (Croshy| outcropping
Hill Road)
Old Shirley 1.1m 24 30 mph| Rolling, Steep; SW, TR R: M&L
Road Forest-mixed 20" c.
Pattee Road Am 16’ N/P Rolling; ForestSW R: M2d"c. | 1856
mixed, Rock- PR: trails
outcropping




Road Length* | Width* |Speed | Natural Other Land Town
Name Limit | Features Features | Use Accepted**
Pinnacle 1.1m 18-22 30 mph Rolling, Steep; SW R: H, 20 ¢ | 1930s
Road Forest-pine; CL
Field-orchard
Pond Road 4 m 22'18 20 mph Rolling, ForestWw, R: M 20" 1946, 1956
pine; sidewalk c.; l; PR
Poor Farm 1.3m 20’ 20,30 | Flat, Steep; SW R: H, mid
Road Wetlands 20" c.
Prospect Hill | 1.9 m 21 35 mph| Rolling, Steep; SW, V R-H, 20 c. | 1757
Road Forest; Field — I
orchard; Rock- CL
Outcropping
Scott Road 3m 16, 20’ N/P Rolling; ForestSW R-20" c.
mixed;
Shaker Road | 1.5m 22',20'| 25 mph| Flat, rolling, SW, TR R: H (NR,
16’ steep; Forest- LHD), 2d"
mixed; Fields, c. CL
Wetland-
stream; Rock-
Outcropping
Sherry Road Am 14 N/P Flat; Forest- | SW R: M 20
mixed; C.
Wetland-
stream; Rock-
outcrop
Slough Road | 1.3m 167, 20’ N/P Rolling; ForestSW, TR R-H, M
mixed; Fields 20" c.
South Shaker| 1.3 m 18’ 25 mph| Flat; Forest- | SW, TR R: H (NR,
Road pine; Fields LHD),
Cem. CL
St. John Road .1m 22 n/p Flat SW R: M20
Still River S5m 18', 22’ N/P Steep; Field; | SW, V, TR | R: H, 26 1757, 1782,
Depot Road Wetland c. CL 1801, 1822
Stow Road 3.3m 24’, 22’ | 25,30 | Rolling, Steep; | SW, V R: H, 26
16’ mph Forest-mixed,; c. Farms
Field CL
Tahanto Trail| 1.2m 24 N/P Forest-mixed SW th: M & LL 1959
20" c.
Under Pin .7m 16’-18’ N/P Flat, Steep; SW, vV R: L20th c.
Hill Road Forest-mixed; CL
Wetland; Rock-
outcropping,
ledge
Warren 14m 16’18, | N/P Rolling, SW R-M &L 1959, 1965
Avenue 20’ Steep; Forest- 20" c.
mixed;
Wetland
West Bare 2m 16’-18’ 25 mph| Flat, Steep; SW, vV R-H, M &
Hill Road Forest-mixed:; L 20"c.
Field; CL CL




Road Length* | Width* |Speed | Natural Other Land Town
Name Limit | Features Features | Use Accepted**
Westcott .8m 6 N/P Rolling; SW, TR R:H, M
Road Forested- 20" c.
mixed; Fields-
orchard
Whitney Lane| .1m 12’ N/P Flat: Fields- | SW R: H, Farm| Discont. 1996
pasture Private Road
Whitney .8m 18 16’ N/P Rolling, Steep; SW R:H, M
Road Forest-pine; 20" c.
Wetland,; CL
stream; CL
Woodchuck .6m 18’ 20 mph| Steep; Forest{ SW, V R: H,
Hill Road pine; Field- modest 20
orchard; Rock- C.
ledge

Numbered Roads Chart

Road Name | Length*| Width* |Speed | Natural Other Land Town
Limit | Features Features | Use Accepted**
Ayer Road 3.3m 25’ 40, 35 | Rolling, Steep: | SW, V R- H, 1757
(Rt. 110, Rt. mph Forest-mixed: 20"c. C-
111) Field-orchard, 20" c.
corn; Rock- I-H
outcropping,
CL
Massachusetts| 2.3 m 24 35 mph| Rolling, Steep] SW, V R-H, 20
Ave (Rt. 111) Forest-mixed, c. C: 20"
Field-orchard: c. I-H
Rock-ledge,
outcropping
Still River 2m 22-24 40, Rolling, Steep] SW, V R-H, 20' | 1757, 1782,
Road Forest-mixed, c. C. 1801, 1805,
(Rt.110) Field: pasture, CL. Cem | 1822
orchard, CL

*  Lengths and Widths are approximations within .1 mile
**  All roads (except Pond Road, Tahanto Trail &darren Avenue) were named or renamed by the
Selectmen in a 1945 Town Meeting article. Datescefleose dates other than 1945 that were found in
public records. Although all roads listed in the Selectm&945 list were laid out before the 1945 date,
records for exact dates have been found for only theseath recorded here. Most roads, however,
appear on historic maps — 1831, 1870 and 1898.




EAST BARE HILL — STOW ROADS AREA

Located in the southeast part of town these historicaads pass through lowlands with views of
streams and ponds, marshland and rolling meadows as wel$ densely wooded areas.

Armstrong Murray Lane
Brown Road Slough Road
Cameron Road St. John Lane
East Bare Hill Road Stow Road
Eldridge Road Westcott Road
Finn Road




Armstrong Road is one of the shortest roads
(less than .1 mile) connecting East Bare Hill
Road on the east with Bolton Road on the wes
Bolton Road converges with East Bare Hill
Road just a few hundred feet north of Armstro
Road. This narrow (14’ wide) connector is
fairly steep in a westerly direction and runs
along two sides of a grassed triangle where it
meets Bolton Road. A dry-laid stone wall lines
the south shoulder and the north side is woodg
with pine trees and some deciduous trees. An
historic house is on the south side of the road.

—

road has stone walls, almost no shoulder, and wood

Brown Road is a winding narrow road that
leads from East Bare Hill Road southeasterly to
the Bolton town line. A significant historic
property, the Warren-Fairbank Farm with a ca.
1750 house and farm outbuildings, is set back
from the south side of the road. Stone walls and
forested edges characterize the first stretch
which rises away from the road on the south
side. A sharp bend to the right marks a
distinctive property with historic house, two
English barns, a stone wall, and a stream that
runs under the road. Beyond this property the
ecclpelsvith some modern houses. The length
ely i&m

of this 16’-wide road to the Bolton line is approximat
Cameron Roadruns in an easterly direction from a‘
East Bare Hill Road for only .1 mile to Westcott Ro
which enters from the south. This road, which is
approximately 16’ wide, is banked on the south side
the intersection where there is a stone wall and mat
trees on top of the bank. A dry-laid stone wall lines
each side of Cameron Road easterly to Westcott R¢
Mature pine and deciduous trees are on each side ¢
the stone walls forming a definitive edge to the road
which rises slightly, has minimal curves in both
directions and descends to Westcott Road where th

is a grassy triangle providing direction for the merge.

d
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East Bare Hill Roadbegins at Bolton Road
and runs south, southwest to the Bolton
town line. The 1.8 mile road is about 20’
wide with some narrower sections of 18'.
The winding road slopes down from Boltor
Road to Cameron Road passing Armstron
Road on the west and is lined with low pile
stone walls on both sides — some just a
single stone high — with a high bank close to
the road on the west side and tall pine tree
and deciduous trees on both sides. After
Cameron Road where there is an historic
house close to the road, there are low storje
piles lining the east side and the landscape
opens up with mid 2Dcentury residential
properties at St. John Lane on the west and
Westcott Road on the east side. Along this straighthtrdtroad there is a broad grassy shoulder on
each side. Farther south, opposite Partridge Hill Roadha 1795 Manessah & Lydia Sawyer House
and barn with dry-laid double stone wall lining part of thepgrty and meadow on the south side. Here,
the setbacks of old and new properties are pronouncedhgitBawyer house and barn close to the road
and the modern J0century dwellings having broad lawns between the housesadd The road curves

to the west passing wetlands, then past a forestedcett®a intersection with Brown Road where East
Bare Hill Road turns right at a small meadow (northwester) that now is conservation land. On the
south side of the road is the fenced pasture land of tmeel¥Bairbank Farm, now a horse farm. Low
piled stone walls line both sides of the road, with tharkested pines on the north and double post and
rail fences of the pastures on the south. A streames&ast Bare Hill Road just before the Micheldever
Farm on the south side. This property is lined with atixely high dry-laid stone wall and has mature
trees behind the wall and in front of the Georgian cerftemitey house. The road then winds up the hill
to the last stretch in Harvard, lined with mid teel2t century residences set back from the road.

n o
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Eldridge Road is a winding road of about
one half mile that is discontinuous leading
from Stow Road easterly to the town lines
of Boxborough and Stow. The pavement
generally is 17" with some areas that are
widened to 20’. From Stow Road there is
a slight rise and stone walls line the road
in front of residential properties. This
area is wooded with pines. After a bend
in the road the landscape opens up as the
road crosses a narrowing of Eldridge
Pond. Large granite blocks, which are
probably remnants of a bridge, line the
edges of the road where the water flows
under. On the north side there is a
dilapidated wire fence strung between
concrete posts. After the pond the road
passes into Boxborough through marshland and back imi@t The last section that runs along the
Boxborough line to Stow is winding and wooded.




Finn Road intersects with Stow Road and is
marked by a grassy triangle and a wide
pavement surface (22’ at its western end)
compared to most local roads. The road
extends easterly, southeasterly for .8 mile to
the town of Stow passing through the middle
of the Delaney Wildlife Management Area.
The westerly end is flat and winding past
residential properties until it opens up at Great
Meadow Farm'’s rolling pastures. East of the
farm the road narrows and the landscape
becomes wooded with random low stone
walls. An S curve passes through marshlangd
and is bordered by wire and concrete post
guardrails. East of the S curve there is a wide

area on each side of the road for pulling off the rdadassted hunting signs are on the south side and a

trail on the north side. The road rises out of th

e mansthis wooded and lined with wide dry-laid stone

walls passing in front of early to mid2@entury dwellings. Just west of the Stow line (indicatga
tall granite boundary marker) there is a picturesque wistaarshland, a large pond and wooded
backdrop on the south side of the road which is lined avitlell preserved stone wall.

conversion from dairy farming to nursery farmi

Murray Lane is a narrow dead-end road of about one-
half mile in length. It leads easterly from Stow Road
to a circular turn-around at its eastern end. The
winding road is lined with low dilapidated stone walls
with large trees and thick underbrush within and
behind the walls. The road rises slightly from Stow
Road where there is a small pond on the north side of
the intersection. Within a short distance there is a
rural view over agricultural fields on the south side of
Murray Lane. On the north side there are meadows
behind a thick tree line and the stone walls. At the
eastern end there are two old farms with dilapidated
outbuildings, some farm equipment and evidence of a
ng. Theeeanumber of nursery plantings — particularly

evergreens — of unusual varieties in the fields on the suelof the road.

Slough Roadextends southwesterly from the Oak Hill Area to BoltondRo@ssing Woodchuck Hill

Road and Massachusetts Avenue en route. The 1.3
mile road is relatively straight except for a slight bend
near its southern end; narrow (18’) throughout with
narrow shoulders; and has a steady slope down from
Oak Hill to flatten out in its middle section with a
steep rise near the southern end. A grassy triangle
marks the intersection of Slough Road with Oak Hill
Orchards protected by tall deer fencing line the first
stretch of the west side. At the Woodchuck Hill Road
intersection there is the prominently situated 1810
Joseph Willard House. Beyond this intersection the
landscape is open with some mid™a@&ntury
development set back from the road. Intermittent




stone walls and tall hemlocks line sections of the rodter Arossing Massachusetts Avenue, Slough
Road passes over a gradual hill, through wooded areaswidbrn houses. Stone walls are intermittent
and linked to specific properties.

St. John Road (Lane)is a short dead-end road (.1 mile)
west of East Bare Hill Road nearly opposite the
intersection of Westcott Road. It is wider than most
roads (about 22") and is lined with modern houses dating
to the last half of the 0century with the exception of
the first and last house on the south side. Thereis a
stone wall lining much of the south side and some tall
pines along a manicured shoulder while the north side
has trees, overgrowth and some grassed edges that blend
with the lawns of houses. A narrow wooden walkway
crosses wetlands at the end of the road.

Stow Roadfollows a winding route
from Massachusetts Avenue and
Slough Road south, under Route
495, to the town of Stow for 3.3
miles. The road rises and falls with
the terrain, passes wooded areas,
fields, old dwellings, modern

modest 20 century residences and

is lined with stone walls for much of
the route. This 22’ to 24’ road has a
yellow painted center line, unlike
most scenic roads. There are fine
long range vistas traveling in either
direction. From Massachusetts
Avenue the road has a steep down
hill slope, curves around a steep
bend with metal guardrails, and
continues down the rolling terrain
with an open view over Harvard
Meadows — a conservation area of farm fields and the Iof#ihbhn Sawyer House. Farther south Stow
Road has a distinctive bend at Murray Lane where abaigiew opens up to marsh on the west side and
fields and another farm on the east side. The stone aalés farm, south of Murray Lane, are made of
large granite blocks, similar to those found in the Shaklage. Stow Road passes through a wooded
area where some chain link fencing lines the road asasefindomly piled stone walls, crosses over a
tributary of Elizabeth Brook, passes the T-intersectidh Wescott Road and winds down passing more
marshland where concrete posts mark the bend in the rdedrodd passes under Route 495 and rises to
Eldridge Road after which the terrain slopes down fromstweeast. At the Federal-style Deacon Jacob
Fairbank House on the east side, the road is lined witte svalls and open lawns with mid*26entury
houses set back from the road on the west side. Fromohire $tow line the road rises providing a
view of the ridge in the distance. The Phineas Whitcomb Hmdesurrounding fields mark the
landscape at the southern end of Stow Road.




Westcott Roadleads from East Bare Road on the west to Stow Roaltkeosstst over a distance of about
.8 mile. lIts intersection with East Bare Road foemé that is wide at the junction but immediately
narrows to a typical rural Harvard road of about 18bon8twalls and mature trees behind narrow grassy
shoulders line both sides of the first section. Withimil2 there is a grassy triangle marking Cameron
Road merging into Westcott Road. On the southeasbEitiés intersection is Rock Spring Farm, an
historic farmstead with an assemblage of house and fafdiigs. From this farm Westcott Road winds
easterly down a hill, passing stone walls lining bothss{deme newer sections of a slightly different
character on the north side), some open fields anteseatesidential properties including some large
new houses. The last stretch before Stow Road is dolwwbdded and winding. At the T intersection
there is another grassy triangle on which sits a large boaitdiea tall granite post. Westcott Road splits
here lining two sides of the triangle with Stow Road aldvegthird.




OAK HILL AREA

This area is located in the middle-eastern part of Harvard \Wwich is characterized by steep
slopes with some panoramic views, orchards, and most roadwaysdd with stone walls.

Cleaves Hill Road
Cruft Lane

Green Hill Road
Littleton Road
Littleton County Road
Oak Hill Road

Old Littleton Road

Old Schoolhouse Road
Pinnacle Road

Poor Farm Road
Sherry Road

Whitney Lane

Whitney Road
Woodchuck Hill Road




Cruft Lane is a short dead-end road that is not

Cleaves Hill Roadleads from Oak Hill Road to
Littleton County Road in a northeasterly direction.
The narrow (16’ wide) relatively straight road cuts
through a steep terrain and is lined with low stone
walls on both sides and is wooded also on both the
east and west sides of the road. This short road (.5
mile) rises to the north and then drops to Littleton
Road which runs nearly parallel to Cleaves Hill until
merging at the northern end of this road. The
shoulder rises steeply on the west side and drops off
on the east side where Littleton County Road is
visible well below the level of Cleaves Hill Road.
Some large boulders are placed as curbing along the
shoulder on the east side.

paved. It extends about .3 mile north from Littleto
Road crossing Bowers Brook where there are fine
views of wetlands of the brook. The road is only

about 10 feet wide. It slopes down from Littleton

Road where there are some scattered concrete pg
marking the edges which are forested with pine ar
some deciduous trees. Wood posts support a thid
mesh fence at the crossing of the brook after whic
the road ascends to three dwellings, one of which
an Arts and Crafts style house. At the edge of the
road just before the dead end there is a narrow st
lined root cellar built into an earthen hill that ischel

sts
d

is

bne-

by a stone retaining wall.

Green Hill Road is a short .2 mile length stretch

from OId Littleton Road north to a dead-end turn
around. At its northern end, the road is separated
from Route 2 only by a small wooded area. The
road has a low stone wall rounding the northeast
corner of Old Littleton Road. Other sections of
stone walls and some single small boulders line
properties or driveway entrances. The 18’ wide road
is predominately wooded, somewhat winding with a
relatively steep downhill slope at the circular end.
Sections of the road have no shoulder while others
have narrow dirt and grassed shoulders. Most of the
houses along Green Hill Road are contemporary.




Littleton County Road closely follows its
19" century alignment. It is a circuitous
route with three main sections: the lower
part that reaches northwest from
Massachusetts Avenue and Sherry Road t
Oak Hill Road, the middle part that extends
from Oak Hill Road north, northeast to the
irregular intersection with Old Schoolhouse
Road, and the upper section that heads
easterly and then northeasterly to the town
of Littleton. From Massachusetts Avenue
the road rises and narrows to pass througl
one of the more picturesque local landscapes
with tidy dry-laid stone walls and an allee af
deciduous trees marking Whitney Lane
Farm. Cart paths crisscross the pasture land on o sf the road. The farm comprises an 1802 brick
Federal main house, a cottage and several outbuildingsheOmwitheast side of the road is the 1830
Jonathan Rand Farm. At Oak Hill Road there is maestetaining wall on the upper side of Littleton
County Road where it turns north to run along the ridgeadf I8l in a relatively straight alignment. The
west side of the road is a steep bank that rises awv€deHill Road and on the east side is wetland area
where Elizabeth Brook flows. Both sides of the roadchaevily forested to Cleaves Hill Road, which
meets Littleton County Road at an angle on the wdst IDpposite this intersection forested areas open
to orchards that extend northerly along the east sideeahtddle section of Littleton County Road. On
the west side where the topography rises steeply thertoaeevgalls perpendicular to those lining the
road edge and one intermittent waterfall. At Old Schoolh&asal, Littleton County Road makes a
sharp turn easterly. On the south side are orchardsdenith tall wire deer fencing and the Hosmer-
Calkins Farm; and on the north side is another horse fahich is another Whitney Farm (1831) with
fenced pasture land. From here Littleton County Roadregest in a northeasterly direction to the
Littleton town line where there is a granite boundary markn between there are other historic
properties — most particularly the 1800 Salmon House and farnewhey farming and orcharding took
place into the ZDcentury.

O




Littleton Road is one of the few Harvard scenic
roads with a double yellow center stripe and white
shoulder stripes marking the 24’ road. It also is
one of the widest roads and has been straightened
from its original alignment. The 3.3 mile road
leads from the village center northeasterly to the
Littleton town line. The main characteristics are
the straight alignment, the predominately wooded
edges with narrow shoulders and several places in
which the old road alignment is evident off to the
side of the existing road. At the village center
high granite curbing lines the south corner of
Littleton Road from where it descends the hill on
which the village sits curving to the north slightly
— one of two or three curves in the road.
Shoulders change from sandy to grassy strips with thiekmpagrowth in wetlands at the bottom of the
hill where the road has concrete post and cable guardfagsone wall on the south side, east of the
wetlands, leaves the present road edge leading into the waggielining the road. After the Whitney
Road intersection, Littleton Road curves to the northdmstends gradually before a slight incline to a
farm with old house, barn and cornfields on the north sfdeposite the northern edge of the corn field is
evidence of the old road bed with stone wall set back thenexisting road, and a stone slab carrying the
old road over an intermittent stream, which also passeer Littleton Road through a culvert. Randomly
piled stone walls line the road intermittently and the edge mostly wooded with scattered residential
lots. Northeast of Cruft Lane there are pine forestismaore concrete post and cable guardrails. A
section of the road is banked to the south and drops dittnorth with woods on both sides and stone
wall trailing off into the woods on the south side. Afiee Pinnacle-Poor Farm Roads intersection there
is a tree-lined meadow with scattered boulders followeal inyd-20" century residential area, an S-
curved incline lined with metal guardrails and stone waillshe south side. Littleton Road’s straight
corridor passes over Route 2 on a concrete bridge. Aroundr3ba&e (north side) the road passes over
a hill to a straight section with a forested canopiie shoulders are scruffy with underbrush. The most
eastern section is wooded with pines and banked on thesibetivhere there is very little shoulder and
tall pines on top of the bank and a slight drop on the southidee piled stone walls line the road.

Oak Hill Road is a narrow road that extends 1.5 miles

easterly from Harvard Center to Littleton County

Road. This 18’ to 20’ wide road is one of the more

picturesque roads along its winding, hilly course wit

a varying topographical landscape of fields, orchard

and historic properties along its sides. Oak Hill Road

begins at the village center in a National Register and

Local Historic District. As the road leaves theagé

it begins its climb up over Oak Hill. Grassy triangle

separate Oak Hill Road from Fairbanks Street and Qld

Boston Turnpike both of which converge with this

road at angles. Between these two triangles the road

dips down to cross a stream where concrete posts with

no wire form a rudimentary guardrail at the streanssirgg. Oak Hill Road passes the ca. 1850
Blanchard House an Italianate complex comprising a well-apgabhouse, New England barn and other
outbuildings, and a distinctive stone retaining wall madargfd granite blocks topped with clusters of
deciduous trees. From here Oak Hill continues itskclmd bends to the north at the point that
Woodchuck Hill Road merges. The winding narrow road caesrup Oak Hill passing Slough Road on




the south side where there are some residential propantiesn to Carlson Orchards on the north side
and the historic farm of Westward Orchards on the said@hof the road. The descent on the east side of
Oak Hill begins at Carlson Orchards with a sligbpgl down to Pinnacle Road, where stone walls line
both sides of the road and a tall Colonial Revival wooddesits on top of the stone wall screening the
property on the south side of the road. Historic resoeegeatures at this intersection. The rest of the
descent to Littleton County Road is winding and linedhwstbne walls, which are set back off the road on
the south side and a low retaining wall on the north sidecpéatly where the terrain drops off east of
Cleaves Hill Road.

Old Littleton Road begins in the village center where it is within the NatidgXegister and Local

Historic District and has several historic properéiemg the road. The road leads from the village up
over Oak Hill northeasterly to the Littleton town lineefBre climbing the hill, Old Littleton Road
descends to a stream crossing protected by wooden postaarydnesh wire guardrails on each side
high above the stream. Then the winding road ascendspargtéae where there are stone walls,
wooded edges and some new construction. Old Littleton Roades Whitney Road where ar'18
century house on a large corner lot is framed by drydtnde walls. Beyond Whitney Road there are
metal guardrails on bend leading to Ashcroft Farm wheréatge barn is on the south side and the Greek
Revival house on the north side. The road continues oveygeliithg hills with raised shoulders lined

by stone walls and pine forest to a stream crossing maskadstone culvert. A Federal style house with
barn, meadows, and well defined stone wall of large grdhiicks is just west of the Pinnacle Road
intersection. Beyond this is the wooded conservation landemeand stone walls until the road crests
the hill where the landscape opens to orchards, intermistone walls, and meadow land. An earf{ 20
century house on the south side and a large Victoriantiecfaomhouse (ca. 1890) on the north side
mark the intersection with Old Schoolhouse Road where #wwinds more northeasterly. From here to
the townline the winding road has stone walls along the rch@@mne marking property boundaries
perpendicular to the road, more orchards, narrowp sted wide shoulders. Fine vistas open up to the
northwest at the top of Oak Hill west of Green Hill RodNear the town line there is a Route 2 crossing
with a wide 1990s-concrete bridge and granite curbing. Residahteseastern end are from the mid to
late 2" century.




Old Schoolhouse Roagdnamed for the Number 2
Schoolhouse (also known as the Oak Hill
Schoolhouse, built in 1866), is a short road (.3 mile)
connecting two historic routes: Old Littleton Road
with Littleton County Road to the south. From
Littleton County Road where the intersection has an
irregular alignment due to the bend in Littleton County
Road and the steep ascent of Old Schoolhouse Road,
the winding narrow road climbs to Old Littleton Road
passing large rock outcroppings, stone walls lining the
sides and wooded edges. At the top there are two
historic properties; the schoolhouse on the north side
and the James Haskell, Jr. House (aka Oak Hill Farm)
a mid-18" century farmhouse.

Pinnacle Roadis just over one mile (1.1 miles)
traveling south from Littleton Road crossing Old
Littleton Road and ending at Oak Hill Road. There is
a slight rise in elevation from Littleton to Old Littten
Road with open fields and forest along both sides.
The road surface is narrow (ranging from 18’ to 20).
Low randomly piled stone walls, at the edge of a
narrow shoulder, line most of Pinnacle Road. In some
sections this is only one stone high; in others more
with an occasional large boulder next to the edge of a
field as well. From Old Littleton Road this road sse
and runs along a ridge east of the road so that at the
top of the hill the landscape drops off substantially to
the west, where there is a view over acres of fruit me€&arlson’s Orchards. The conservation land on
the east side of the road is forested with tall maturespi A wooded area on the west side opens to the
orchard view marked by tall deer fencing in the foreground

Poor Farm Roadis east of Ayer Road and runs from
there in a southeasterly direction under Route 2 to
Littleton Road, a distance of about 1.3 miles. Although |i
has center line striping for the first couple hundred fe
east of Ayer Road and on its bridge over Route 2, it is 8
rural road with housing at its most western end and woods
at its eastern end. Remnant stone walls are intemhiby
property. The road passes a lat8 ¢&ntury New England
barn with a tall stockade fence extending from its end
creating a substantial wall close to the road edges Thi
feature is on its southwest side and opposite is a rfiid 20
century neighborhood of modest sized capes and ranches
set back from the road. The road narrows and beconmely wiith steep wooded slopes on the northeast
side and a narrow dirt shoulder and substantial drop tlawas on its southwest side. There are no
guardrails here, only light reflectors. The Route 2 bridgmncrete aggregate in an Art Deco style with
a date seal “1950.” The road widens substantially atridge to 30’ with granite curbs and metal
guardrails lining both sides of the road on both sides diiidge. Metal railings and fencing on the
bridge serve as a tall screen to Route 2 below. Soutle tiritige are large boulders in the shoulder.
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Sherry Roadis unique in that it is one of only a few
roads with a packed dirt and oiled surface — no
asphalt except at each end. The road leads from
Littleton County Road at Massachusetts Avenue
easterly into the town of Boxborough. At the
western end of Sherry Road there are enormous rock
outcroppings and a detention area that may be a
result of re-engineering of Littleton County Road
and Massachusetts Avenue; however the alignment
of Sherry Road closely resembles that shown on the
historic maps, so it is not likely that Sherry Road has
been changed substantially. The winding road
narrows down to a packed dirt roadway with low
stone walls and heavily wooded edges. The road
crosses Elizabeth Brook where there are narrow shoufflasjrails and a culvert through which the
stream flows. Much of Sherry Road runs below a promindgéwith the land sloping up from the

north side of the road and dropping off on the south side.

Whitney Lane passes through Whitney Lane Farm connecting MassachusetigeMeethe south with
Littleton County Road to the north. This road wasdlinued in 1996 and is no longer a public road so
that the scenic roads bylaw no longer applies; however no det®heen taken to remove the road
designation from the bylaw.

Whitney Road leads from Ayer Road easterly
and south to Old Littleton Road. This narro
(18’ to 20’) road has a varied landscape with
its slope down from Ayer where there is a
stone wall on the south corner and an histori
house on the north corner. Piled stones for
the stone walls lining the sides against wooded
backgrounds and some residential propertie
on the north side. A large conservation are
borders the south side of Whitney Road (north
of Littleton Road) where there are wetlands, |a
stream, stone walls stone walls along the road
and perpendicular to the road marking old
farm boundaries, trails, an off road culvert and
some rock outcroppings. The road narrows
after crossing Littleton Road where large
rhododendrons and a stone wall screen the old house on the soocbhears Between Littleton and Old
Littleton Road many of the same scenic qualities are puidegentle incline and decline, meadows on
the east side, stone walls and tall pines on the westtsaile and more stone walls on both sides to the
rise at Old Littleton Road.




Woodchuck Hill Road climbs the steep hill

from Massachusetts Avenue from the south to
join with Oak Hill Road northwest of its origin.
The short .6 mile road is about 18’ wide and has
a double yellow striped center line at the
Massachusetts Avenue end and a bituminous
curb on the southwest side where there is a sharp
bend in the road. Both the line and curb are
discontinued as the winding road climbs up the
hill passing rock ledge on the north side and a
steep wooded slope down to Massachusetts
Avenue on the south side. As the road
straightens and reaches the crest of the hill at
Slough Road, the landscape opens up to
orchards, some that are overgrown, lining both
sides of the road. Due to the height at the top, therisgaview to the northwest. On the northeast
corner is the 1810 Joseph Willard House situated very wabe road and on the northwest side are
fenced orchard trees of Carlson Orchards. Tall fiores a backdrop for the orchards along the western
edge. The rest of the road, which has a steep slopetdayminverted V-shaped intersection with Oak
Hill Road, is wooded with pines and some deciduous tmegHas a number of modest residences on
moderate sized lots.




OLD MILL — BLANCHARD — LANCASTER COUNTY ROADS

This area is located in the northwestern part of towradjacent to Devens. It is generally wooded
with 20" century residential development

Blanchard Road
Lancaster County Road
Old Mill Road

Old Mill Pond at Old Mill Road




Blanchard Roadruns in a north-south direction for
approximately one-half mile from Old Mill Road to
Lancaster County Road where it is linked only by a bend
in the road, not by a true intersection. The roadiwidt
varies from 20’ to 24’ and its course is relatively flat a
is the terrain of this mid to late 2@entury residential

neighborhood. The narrow dirt shoulder is lined with
low randomly piled stone walls against a wooded — pipe
— background of ample house lots where dwellings arg
set back from the road. For a short stretch in the middl
of the road’s length the pavement narrows and the
woods become denser. Blanchard Road is a relative]y
modern road and once led south towards Route 2 as well

as north of Old Mill Road.

Lancaster County Roadis an east-west road
extending .8 mile from Ayer Road westerly to join
with Blanchard where there is no formal intersection —
only a bend in the road joining the two. The eastern
end of the road is relatively flat and about 20’ in
width. The landscape on either side is open with new
construction — new and old athletic fields and a
modern track at Harvard Park on the north side and
new cluster townhouses on the south side. The
recreational facilities have high dark green chain-link
fencing in front. Next to the housing subdivision
(west side) is a fire pond. The rest of the road is
wooded at the edges (mostly white pine). A low stone
wall lines much of the road and is set back about 20’

along the middle section of the road which is wooded only (nagusOne historic house on the north

side is surrounded by manicured lawn and clusters of pieg wving a different character than the rest
of the residential wooded properties. West of this hisfmoperty the road rises to a wooded residential
neighborhood with modest mid to laté"2gentury dwellings set back from the road.

Old Mill Road is a dead-end road west of Ayer Road

(Route 110) that runs in a southwesterly direction between
Ayer Road and the railroad tracks adjacent to FoveDg.
Here the gates are permanently closed to Fort Devens and
a Use Restriction sign at the beginning of the road
indicates that Old Mill Road is not a through road ¢otF
Devens. Old Mill Road is unusually wide at 23’ for most
of its 1.1 mile length. There are several abutting feature
including a couple of historic houses, Old Mill Pond and
Bowers Brook which is crossed by the road. At the
crossing there are metal guardrails painted white. Stong
walls are intermittent and are set back behind a dirt
shoulder. There is a mix of wooded edges with mature
white pines and farm fields on the north side, west of th

(4]

pond. There is a subdivision under construction. From

Blanchard Road west, the road was extended in the mid 1@50suUsing.




PROSPECT HILL AREA

This area is located in the middle-western part of Havard and is known for the panoramic
regional views. Besides the stunning views much of theea is wooded with large rock
outcroppings and many dry-laid and randomly piled stone walls

Craggs Road Old Shirley Road
Depot Road Pattee Road
Madigan Lane Prospect Hill Road

Mill Road Under Pin Hill Road




Craggs Roadwas formerly known as Bemis Road
when it was the old Stage Route leading from
Harvard Depot down the hill from Old Shirley Roa
to connect to the lower section of Depot Road.
Wood posts with reflectors mark the turn onto
Craggs Road. This narrow 16’ road is only a short
.3 mile passing through a wooded residential area
nearly parallel to Depot Road to the west. Craggs
Road begins at a small grassy triangle at Old Shirley
Road on which there is a tree and street sign. Thg
first section bends slightly and climbs the wooded
hill where the road is banked on the east side and
slopes down slightly on the west side. A straight riin
from the top of the hill leads down to Depot Road.
Edges are lined with low piled stones, some rock
outcroppings and thick woods. The road is slightly bankdth@r®ast side. At the bottom the road meets
Depot Road at an angle and there is a long view to thieawesss a grassy wet parcel to meadows on the
west side of Depot Road. On the east side theredsy large rock outcropping.

|
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Depot Roadleads from the former Harvard
depot site, which is just north of Route 2,
southeast to Ayer Road (Routes 110/ 111). The
road has a single yellow center line except for
the most northen section leading from the dirt
turn-around at the former Depot site south to
Old Shirley-Prospect Hill Roads. In this short
section the road passes under a low Route 2
bridge. At Old Shirley Road where the yellow
center line begins there are remnant guardrails —
concrete posts only — lining both sides with wet
meadow land on the west and clusters of woods
on the east. A narrow ditch runs along the east
side of the road behind which there are piled
stones (some sections only one stone high).
Before Craggs Road which joins on the east side tlteedge is banked on the east and drops off on the
west where there are more wet meadows (known as the RepdtFields), the same that are viewed
from the bottom of Craggs Road. Depot Road bends teekeslightly before having a straight run
passing ball fields and some residences. At Mill Roathereast side there are a large rock outcropping
and a dilapidated snake rail fence; the Highway Departiméntated on the west side. Just south of the
Highway driveway is a pond where the road is lined witbreciete post and cable guardrail. Beyond the
pond Under Pin Hill Road veres off to the west and Depot btenttie east as it climbs around Pin Hill
with ledge and rock outcroppings at the road edge. Thedescends the south side of Pin Hill to Ayer
Road where there is a stone wall along the southern edge.




Madigan Lane is an old road laid out in
1805 connecting Still River Road on the egst
to Prospect Hill Road on the west. Under g
mile (.8 mile), the road ranges from 16’ to
18’ and is relatively straight except at the
Still River Road end where Madigan Lane
rises and bends slightly north. Historic
properties overlook the eastern end of
Madigan Lane where on the northwest sid¢
there is a substantial stone retaining wall
behind a grassed shoulder, and on the
southside are granite posts. After the rise
the road descends passing stone walls that
are set back from the road by about 10’
behind irregular shoulders with trees and
woodland under-story growth. A stream
crosses under the road through an old stone culvert atgbisnarked by a few old concrete posts.
Along a straight stretch the landscape is open on the negtlooking a large estate set back with wide
granite steps set into the grassy plateau and linedawidwly piled stone wall near the road. Some
orchard trees and open lawn surround the estate. @pplosite side the low stone wall is overgrown
with vines against a wooded backdrop. The road rises gaddiand new dwellings and is lined with
low piled stone walls and is banked on the south side. Aggslopbe leads down to the intersection with
Prospect Hill Road where there is an enormous rockappang on the southeast corner.

D

Mill Road is a narrow winding road that leads
from Ayer Road southwesterly to Depot Road.
Along its .6 mile are stone walls, a pond,
stream and wetlands, and several historic
properties, most notably the Federal Daniel
Robbins Jr. House and Farm and the brick ca.
1780 Jonathan Wetherbee House. At Ayer
Road there are metal guardrails rounding the
corner and a bike route sign. A low stone wall
lines the north side where the road bends to
the south and both sides are heavily wooded
beyond the narrow shoulders. Bowers Brook
and a pond are on the south side of the road
and in the background is Pin Hill which rises
above the brook south of Mill Road and
around which Mill Road winds. The road has
a straight stretch that is heavily wooded and has seved#mmresidences on the south side. At the end
of the straight stretch is a bend with the Robbins Hoodébarn set back from the road on an angle. A
wide stone wall lining the property is behind a narrow gréssrip. On the west side of the bend the road
is lined with low piled stone walls and the road is bankethemorth side. Occasional birch trees are
among the pine forests on both sides. The road genggstiown to Pattee Road on the north and
another pond is found on the south side near the Wetherbee Hihiséhistoric dwelling is nearly in the
road, which has no shoulder, only large rock outcroppihds adge. More ledge and stone walls line the
forested north side for the rest of the length to D&uztd.




Old Shirley Roadis one of the wider roads
(24’) in Harvard and has a number of mid-
to late 20'-century residences lining both
sides of much of the 1.1 miles. A double
yellow center line runs the length of Old
Shirley Road, which is an east-west
roadway between Ayer Road on the east 3
Depot Road on the west where Old Shirley
becomes Prospect Hill Road. The rural
residential road has wooded edges that op
to lawns with houses set back from the rog
and then back to wooded, banked edges w
scattered rock outcroppings. A small
asphalt island with granite curbing marks
the intersection with Ayer Road. Old
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Shirley Road runs slightly north to a point

where one can see Route 2 through the woods. From this peaidiaesteep hill on a curve, which has
narrow shoulders, banks that slope down to meet the robdtbrsides, rock outcroppings and thick
woods of a mix of pine. At the bottom of this first liibere is a marshy area on the other side of metal

guardrails at the road edge. Another hill is

traversah the swamp area and the road cuts through a

topography that rises from south to north for the finatsh to Depot Road.

Pattee Roadis a short connecting road (.1 mile)

between Depot Road on the west to Mill Road on the
east. It was a way to avoid a difficult turn from Dep

onto Mill Road and became a town road in 1856. Pattee
Road is a winding, forested road with stone walls and
rock outcroppings. There is a slight rise from Depot
Road after which the road winds down a hill to Mill
Road. The shoulders are narrow or non-existent with the
bordering woods where there are some trails coming
right to the pavement edge. A few driveways meet
Pattee Road and the houses are set back in the woods.

Prospect Hill Roadis one of the best known
Harvard roads for the spectacular panoramic
views west and northwest. Nearly two miles
(1.9 miles) of road that is 21’ wide lead over
Prospect Hill from Still River Road on the sout
to Depot Road on the north where Prospect H
Road continues easterly as Old Shirley Road.
While the road has many scenic features such
stone walls, varying topography, apple orcharg
and historic properties, it is the stunning views
overlooking Fruitland’'s Museum and the Oxbo
National Wildlife Refuge that capture one’s

attention. The wide intersection with Still River

Road has some large maple trees on the corn
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and the Greek Revival Deacon Charles Chase




House. Prospect Hill Road begins the ascent of thpdsking old stone walls and new stone walls (in
front of new houses), the latter of which tend to be ratstred with their suburban character losing the
rural quality of the dry-laid and piled walls. Sewudrestoric farms line both sides of lower Prospect Hill
Road and in addition some of the farmland has been dividgedte houselots so that there are a number
of new houses between the farms. At Madigan Road, vemtdrs on the east side, there is an enormous
rock outcropping opposite the Madigan Farm on the northegstrcoOld concrete posts that lean line
sections of the road near the Madigan intersectiormbittig farther north, Prospect Hill Road leads to
Fruitlands (the former Clara Endicott Sears Estat@re/there are places that the shoulder is wide to
accommodate areas to stop to enjoy the view. A high stoheapged with upright stones lines much of
the former Sears Estate, now Fruitlands, and stoneati#ne end of wall sections mark the entrance to
the museum. Behind the stone walls, some of which areamydiow-piled walls, there is wire fencing

that is topped with strands of barb wire. Along the braasgtof the hill there are rolling meadows with
some tall pine forests on the northwest side and forestaed aith intermittent rock outcroppings on the
up hill — southeast side of the road. After the long diret¢he crest of the hill, the road begins its
descent on the other side passing apple orchards, low stda¢hatkre covered with vines and many
new lots (on the northwest side) some with houses, othetisgvlir new construction. Although much

of this former farm land has been reforested thereirearaas where the traveler gets a glimpse of the
panoramic views seen at the crest of the hill. Theredew instances where one still has a view looking
down a new driveway between a house and forest. Thecpootef the land at the top of the hill is even
more welcomed due to these changes. As Prospect Hitl'®Rdescent levels off passing more modern
houses the road bends to the east to parallel Routeazfart stretch where there are stone walls and
houses on the north side of the road and wetlands on the &miteagling to the Depot Road

intersection. Prospect Hill Road has a double yellowerdime for its full length as does the continuation
east which is Old Shirley Road.




Under Pin Hill Road is an historic road leading around the bottom of PihfkHim Still River Road
northerly to Depot Road. The .7 mile long road is aboutdd@ and runs through thickly forested
terrain, crosses Bowers Brook where there is surroundinghtaad, and also has significant rock
outcroppings and piled stone walls along much of its lenigiétal guardrails wrap the corner at Still

River Road where the land drops down to cross Bowers Brad&w piled stone wall lines the east side
of the road and some large boulders are placed near tlogvrsnoulder on the west side. A concrete
pipe carries the brook under the roadway. North of the taodkwetlands where the land drops off with
little or no shoulder separating the wetlands from the r@athne wall runs along about 10’ off the road
on the east side and about 5’ from the road on the west Eidearea is heavily wooded with trees at the
edge of the pavement. At the intersection with Lover’s L aimeler Pin Hill Road bend to the west and
then straightens to run north around the Pin Hill. g point Bowers Brook runs parallel to the west
side of the road and is the reason for excellent viewsroaeshland from the roadway. A stone retaining
wall supports the road on the west side and on the eashsitirrain is very steep and rocky. The rest of
the length of Under Pin Hill Road is thickly wooded with pinaghe west side and deciduous on the east
side. At its intersection with Depot Road a high stataining wall rises supporting the steep Depot
Road that merges from the southeast.




SHAKER VILLAGE

This area is located in the northeastern part of Harvard andncludes the Shaker Village
National Register Historic District.

Shaker Road
South Shaker Road

Intersection of Shaker and South Shaker Roads

\




Shaker Roadis a north-south road extending from the
northern town line with Ayer south to Littleton Road,
a distance of one mile. The road has three distinct
sections: the steep northern wooded end, Shaker
Village, and the marshy and wooded southern end.
Occasional rock outcroppings occur particularly at the
north end. Generally the land is wooded former
farmland. From north to south the road passes through
a steep wooded terrain where the edge of the road has
substantial growth of white pines. The road is narrow
and for a short distance has concrete posts along the
west side where the terrain drops substantially. Stone
walls line each side of most of the road — sometimes in
the right-of-way — but more often set back from the
roadway. The road passes several fifed&l 1
century dwellings in Shaker Village (NR, LHD). Some dings are lined with fencing of granite posts
and square rails turned on the diagonal. Stone walls iBhhaker Village area are distinctly different
from those found elsewhere in Harvard with large stonddlancopings. The terrain slopes off on the
west side to agricultural fields behind a wooded buffer atbagoad. These fields are less visible after
trees leaf out. South of Shaker Village the road paksasgh a wetland formed by a stream that runs
parallel to Shaker Road from Shaker Mill Pond in Ayer.t dogth of the intersection with South Shaker
Road the stream flows under Shaker Road through a cowcateget pipe that is topped with a granite
slab. At South Shaker Road there is a grassy triangl&haker Road bends slightly east and continues
on its straight course to Littleton Road. This strésclwvooded with scattered dwellings near its southern
end. This section has guardrails made of wire betwdeains and standard metal guardrail at the
southern end.

South Shaker Roadpasses through the
southern part of Shaker Village Historic
District, a distance of 1.3 miles from Shaker
Road easterly to Ayer Road on the west. This
road has several outstanding historic features
along its north side. South Shaker Road rises
slightly from the grassy triangle at Shaker
Road to the Shaker Cemetery where the road
is slightly crowned and wider than the rest of
the road. This section is lined with stone

walls and tall stands of mature pines form a
backdrop for the stone walls. Generally the
area is heavily forested. After passing the
cemetery on the north side, the road dips, rises
and winds around to the South Family property where tsexgemarkable building and barn remnant
with large rock outcroppings scattered in the adjacefd.fiThe remainder of the road, beyond the South
Family property west to Ayer Road, passes through @ivelaflat area with residential properties most
behind low stone walls and some marked by a line of talltgra@oists. This section has a number of
house lots on each side of the road as well as subdivEais extending to the south (at the bend) and to
the north east of Ayer Road. At the northeast corn&oath Shaker and Ayer Roads there is a large corn
field with drainage ditch running along South Shaker Reaaiden the shoulder and the field.




STILL RIVER AREA

This area in the southwestern part of town also has ggonal panoramic vistas, historic properties
including those in Still River Village, rolling terrain and the large Bare Hill Pond which is viewed

from some of the area roads.

Bolton Road Tahanto Trail
Scott Road Warren Avenue
Still River Depot Road West Bare Hill Road




Bolton Roadis an ancient way leading from the town
of Bolton north to the Village Center where it joins
Massachusetts Avenue. The 2.5 mile road, which is
about 20’ wide, is relatively straight with a single
yellow stripe center line along its full length. One of
the most prominent features of Bolton Road is the
glimpses of long views to the west. The road retaing
other scenic features such as stone walls, forested
areas and many historic properties that are situated
close to the road. The first segment of Bolton Road
leads northeasterly to East Bare Hill and Slough
Roads. At the town line between Bolton and Harvard
is a sign noting the Bare Hill Pond Watershed. Both
sides of the roadway are wooded with new dwellings
set back on large lots taking advantage of the stunning wewse west side. Only glimpses of these
views are revealed to the traveler due to the dense wédlgsl stone walls line the east side of the road
to Abbott Lane and on the west the road drops off sliglthpm Abbott Lane north, the road rises; stone
walls line both sides of the road; scattered residgotaderties are set back from the road; and the Elijah
Whitney House, ca. 1770, is a Georgian house with attatieels ind a New England barn that is
surrounded by meadow and situated close to the road on tredeasBeveral other historic properties
with farm buildings, stone walls set behind narrow shoulddis wrider-story growth and scattered trees,
woods and some orchards line the stretch north to WestHBthRoad. From here to East Bare Hill

Road, Bolton Road is somewhat winding, narrow in wid8i)(with narrow shoulders, gently rolling
terrain and tidy stone walls lining both sides of the roal 20" century dwellings set back behind the
walls. East Bare Hill Road merges into Bolton Roadnfthe south and Slough Road is aligned
diagonally across from the Bolton-East Bare Hill Roadssetgion. At this intersection Bolton Road
bends slightly to the left bearing north. This upper seafddolton Road (just less than a mile) is

straight, has a down hill slope with winter views to the
west. The shoulders are narrow — some grassed and
others with voluntary under-story growth; sections of
stone walls line the edges; and the landscape is
predominately wooded. At the Philemon Priest

House, a brick Federal house, views to the west are
best in winter before the trees leaf out. From here
Bolton Road descends to the village passing other
historic properties — an Arts and Crafts house — an
Italianate-style house — until it merges into
Massachusetts Avenue just south of the Harvard
schools. On this last stretch there are a couple of very
large old maple trees on the west side of the road.




Scott Roadis only .3 mile running from West Bare Hill
Road south to the Bolton town line. It passes through a

wooded area with stone walls on the east side. The narrqg

road (16’) descends a hill and then rises to a stramintse
passing several modern houses that are set back in the

woods. The pavement meets the woods with no shoulde

At its intersection with West Bare Hill Road theranislear
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view across the corner property in a once densely woode

intersection.
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Still River Depot Roadis a one-half mile road that
leads westerly from Still River Village down the hill to
the Oxbow National Wildlife Refuge. This relatively
wide road (22") offers significant scenic character with
its fine panoramic views, lush meadow land, historic
village setting and low stone walls. At the village
intersection with Still River Road (Route 110) there is a
grassy triangle on which there is a tree, large boulder
and Oxbow sign. The top section is lined wit!f &&d
early 20" century houses — a village setting — where the
lawns meet the pavement providing a grassy shoulder.
A couple of new houses have been built on the south
side of the road to take advantage of the beauty of the

site. The panoramic view of meadows, marsh and Wachusetttain far off to the west from the top of
the hill is spectacular. The most prominent view is diadpfakst-southwest) across the meadows on
the south side of the road where low stone walls coveredaméls and other under-story growth are
close to the edge of pavement. At the bottom of the hill ngetaldrails line both sides of the road
(weathered brown rusted — Cor Ten — steel on the northrsitligadvanized on the south side). The road
ends in a dirt lane on the west side of the tracks where s a vehicular entrance to the wildlife refuge

and an iron bridge spanning the Still River.

Tahanto Trall is a relatively new road which was
accepted by the town in 1959. There was no road
in this vicinity in the 18 century. lItis
approximately 1.2 miles and has a pavement width
of about 24’. The road leads from Bowers Road
(also known as George Road) northeasterly
crossing the bottom section of Warren Avenue,
then northerly to merge with the middle section of
Warren Avenue. The road is extremely wide at
the Bowers Road end where the landscape is
forested with pine and deciduous trees as well as
voluntary under story in the shoulders. Modern
houses are set back in the woods. Tahanto Trall
has a steep rise near a pond of which there is a

view to the south only in winter before trees leaf

out. At the crest of this hill there are large bouldeits wo shoulders and Bare Hill Pond is minimally
visible to north. At the point of Warren Avenue crosdioth sides of Tahanto Trail are lined with
ditches and single rocks are piled lining the wetlands tedbéh. The road rises again passing through




more wooded areas with dwellings set back in these wootls r@nds towards the north so that the
road runs in a northerly direction. Wooden posts wilectors warn of a stream crossing where the road
drops off to the west. Beyond the stream crossing thedape opens up to meadows that have pine
woods in the background. The road continues to wind dowratwaV Avenue where water flowing

down Warren Avenue is routed through a culvert pipe undemiafaail.

Warren Avenue has two distinct sections
with different character — one paved fron
Pond Avenue to Tahanto Trail that is
about 22’ wide; the other unpaved from
Tahanto Trail to West Bare Hill that is
about 12’ wide (except for the very end
near West Bare Hill). Its full length is 1.4
miles and scenic characteristics are stonge
walls, dense woods, the winding
alignment, changing topography and the
narrow dirt road surface. Warren Avenu
is not shown on historic maps and was not
accepted by the town until 1959 (upper
section) and 1965 (Tahanto Trail section).
The road is a north-south route leading
from Pond Avenue opposite the school
and library parcels through a mid to late
20" century residential neighborhood to the wooded dirt-roadosetat has views west of Bare Hill
Pond. The upper section is relatively straight with woodigge® and houses set back on wooded lots. A
drainage ditch runs along the east side of the road. cHalevay rises slightly and there is a modern
house with landscaped garden of note on the west sidepiiied! line the edge of the road with no
cleared shoulder. The terrain slopes down from eagest. The drainage ditch crosses under Tahanto
Trail in a culvert and continues on the east side of theelation of Warren Avenue which begins at this
point. From here the road is narrow, thickly forestethersides and slopes down passing a few néw 20
century dwellings set into the woods, crosses a streanhwghcarried under in a stone culvert to a bend
westerly and a steep climb from where one has glimpsearefiill Pond through the woods.

Occasional large boulders are scattered in the woodst a&\&econd crossing of Tahanto Trail another
stream is carried under Warren Avenue through a congimte After crossing Tahanto Trail the road
bends south and climbs a steep incline. Ditches line both a&ddo pine forests which change to
deciduous trees near the end of Warren Avenue at WestHilhRoad.

D

West Bare Hill Roadis in the southwest quadrant of
Harvard and connects Bolton Road on the east with Still
River Road on the west. This two-mile, narrow (16"

an ancient way with stunning vistas to the west asagell
other typical scenic characteristics of Harvard’s sosuth

as stone walls, wooded edges, meadows and some historic
properties. From Bolton Road the roadway passes through
the Bare Hill Watershed. Both sides of the road aelli

with low piled stone walls behind narrow shoulders with
scattered trees or no shoulders with trees that grtve at
edge of pavement. A long view of a straight road, thickly
forested leads to Warren Avenue on the north. From there
West Bare Hill Road begins a long descent — at the arlesig view straight ahead reveals Wachusett
Mountain to the west. Single pile stone walls line tlagrand near the bottom of the descent there is an




s-curve in this usually straight road. At the bottom oftiifieBowers Brook, which flows towards Bare
Hill Pond, is carried under West Bare Hill Road througlulgert (grates in road). A small pond is within
the marsh area of the brook on the north side of the road.plled stone walls parallel to the road and
perpendicular to the road, marking along a meadow are foubdtbrsides of the road. An occasional
post and rail fence borders residences, some of new coistrant others old properties, including an
abandoned shop or mill building at the road edge on the north\didst Bare Hill Road turns
northwesterly at Scott Road where there is a long viesutir wooded housing lots to Wachusett
Mountain in Princeton, Massachusetts. At West BalldRdad descends to Still River Road the woods
end and the westerly view opens up to meadows lined with st@liee new housing and a striking
panoramic view of the Still River valley with Wachuddiuntain as a backdrop.




VILLAGE CENTER

This village center is particularly valued for its historic character and for traditional New England
village land use patterns that are preserved today. Isia National Register and Local Historic
District.

Cross Street Lovers Lane (formerly Old Post

Elm Street Road)

Fairbank Street Old Boston Turnpike (Road)
Pond Road

Many other roads that are described in other sectionsogaat the Village Center including
the three numbered routes — Ayer Road, Massachusetteidand Still River Road. Littleton,
Old Littleton and Oak Hill Roads all climb the hill entey the village on the east side.




Cross Roadis a connector road of less than .1
mile (about .05 mile) running between Oak Hill
Road on the south and Old Littleton Road on the
north. The terrain on the side of this narrow road
(about 16’ in width) slants up on the west side. A
stone wall lining the edge of the west side has an
enormous boulder or rock outcropping within the
wall. On the east side, the road is level with the
front yards of dwellings. A high board fence
screens one dwelling and another has a dilapidated
picket fence set back from the road.

Elm Street similar to other village roads is
short (.1 mile) and is about 20" wide
although it feels narrower due to granite
curbing lining both sides of the road. Elm
Street leads from Still River Road on the
south side of the Town Common up over t
hill parallel to and along the west side of th
Common and wraps behind the church
passing between the back of the church ar
the front of Town Hall. It clearly depicts th
essence of a Yxentury village center road
with the church and common and Federal
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style dwellings. Street trees line the
residential side as well as the edge of the

Common where there is an enormous rock outcropping on th&tedet side.

Fairbank Street has two sections both
leading to the Harvard Elementary School.
The short section from Oak Hill Road south
to the school parking lot is no more than .1
mile. It is a narrow road of only about 16’

to 18" which passes several™8nd early

19" century dwellings at the village center
and a wooded marshy area on the east side
near the school. At the Oak Hill Road end
there is a long grassy triangle separating the
two roads. The southerly section of
Fairbanks Street leads from the school yard
south to Massachusetts Avenue.




Lovers Lane, formerly known as Old Post Road, is
one of the oldest roads leading from the Village Cer
westerly. It is about one-half mile long and only abg

14’ wide passing several historic properties in a rural
village setting. The road gentle descends to a valley

with a broad pond between Lovers Lane and Still
River Road to the south and marshland and stone W

to the north. Beyond the wetlands area the stone wall

on the north side is relatively high — at least 4 piled
stones — much of it covered with vines. A pine foreg
borders the wetlands and lines the remainder of the

ter
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road as it descends to Under Pin Hill Road to the west.

The winding route, narrow width stone work and

historic properties are scenic characteristics

ofahd@ent way.

Old Boston Turnpike (also Road)is a hilly, narrow

road southeast of the village center that rises from
Fairbank Street easterly to Oak Hill Road. Itasdy .1
mile and only about 16’ to 18’ wide. Low piled stone
walls line the sides where the shoulder is very narrow
and some mature trees grow immediately next to the
pavement. Wooded marsh land is on both sides at a
brook that flows under the road. A granite lined
raceway and a large granite slab bridge crossing the
stream just a few feet away from the edge of the road are
features in the wooded marshland on the south side of
the road. A couple of historic properties are located on
the south side. A long narrow grassy triangle marls thi

eastern end where Old Boston Turnpike merges with OalRddd.

Pond Roadis a relatively new road (taken by
the town in 1946 and 1956) leading from the

Massachusetts Avenue westerly to the Town
Beach on Bare Hill Pond. It is about .4 mile and

ranges in width from 22’ at the village end to

18’ near the pond. This is one of the only roads

on which there is a walkway along the north
side, separated from the road by a grassy

shoulder with clusters of deciduous trees along

the eastern end of the road. Large piled

boulders line the north side of the eastern end|of

the road near the schools and public library

down to the Pond Road Athletic Field also on
the north side. The south side is bordered by

residential properties to Warren Avenue with a privet héidgeing the corner of the eastern most lot on
Pond Road. From this point the road narrows and iswelasteep as it descends to the pond and
parking lot. Thick stands of pine trees (and some decidbaudgr the road on both sides. The
shoulders are narrow and on the north side the bank slopes dtdveriorthern tip of the pond. The
walkway leading to the pond is set below the road. A thiakds of pine trees separates the road from
the walkway. The terrain slopes down from south to nwitih rising banks on the south side and

descending banks on the north side.




NUMBERED ROADS

Ayer Road — Route 111 and 110
Massachusetts Avenue — Route 111
Still River Road — Route 110

Each of the numbered roads links scenic roads asldagy a part of the section through which it runs.
Ayer Road is linked to roads in the following Scenic Rassigions: Old Mill Road Area, Shaker Village,
Prospect Hill Area, Oak Hill and the Village Centeraddachusetts Avenue is linked to roads in: Oak
Hill, East Bare Hill Area and the Village Center.illRRiver Road is the heart of the Still River Area and

also links roads in the Prospect Hill Area and Vill&gnter.




Ayer Road (Routes 110 and 111) is a
north-south route leading from Harvard's
village center north to the City of Ayer, a
distance of 3.3 miles. This ancient road
that was laid out in Harvard in 1757
travels over the hilly topography with
steep up and down slopes has intermittent
stone walls, one large commercial
orchard, some agricultural fields and
historic properties. The abutting
landscape is relatively open with mature
street trees and some pine forests. Inthe
village both sides of Ayer Road are lined
with granite curbs. A pedestrian path on
the east side leads up the hill to the edge of the villAg¢he main intersection there are some cobra
head street lights At the crest of the hill after leavimgvillage there are panoramic views east-northeast
across a broad meadow, in which there is a small stolhenedosure, known as Eastview. Stone walls
begin at the crest of the hill and line the road along gsef@ down to Depot Road on the west and
Whitney Road on the east. On this stretch there ishateamid 20" century garage and modern police
station. Some modest residential dwellings are clodeetood. As Ayer Road begins to climb another
hill evidence of an alteration in the alignment is visibldlewest side where the old road bed and
retaining wall are beyond a swale in the landscape. The 18®@ti©imap show this old alignment which
more closely hugged the eastern side of Pin Hill anibie®n altered by the end of thé't@ntury

according to the 1898 map. Metal guardrails line both sidager Road at this point because the terrain
drops off on each side. After the crest of this hill ¢here stone walls leading down the hill to the Major
William Park House and surrounding farmstead which isgdrobscured with a tall vertical board

fence. Beyond this farm is another spectacular farmstéae Shadrack Hapgood House with many farm
buildings, agricultural fields and fenced pasture landelkag a stone wall overgrown with voluntary
vines lining the property at the road. This farntia gateway to Harvard as one exits onto Ayer Road
(southbound) from Route 2. Ayer Road crosses over Route @uaves down the hill towards

commercial roadside strip malls, wide pavement and metabgails on sandy shoulders. A 1925
concrete aggregate bridge carries Ayer Road over Bowers Rrsiobouth of Lancaster County Road. A
large corn field is located on the north
corner at South Shaker Road. Before
leaving Harvard, Ayer Road passes
Doe Orchards on the west side, which
has an historic house and orchards that
stretch down to Cold Springs Brook
west of the road. There is a distinct
change in character as the tall pines
and stone walls end as one crosses the
town line leaving Harvard. Ayer

Road is about 25’ wide, has painted
double yellow center lines and white
shoulder lines and mostly sandy
shoulders.




Massachusetts AvenuéRoute 111) is
predominately an east-west route leading
from the village center to the Stow line, a
distance of about 2.3 miles. The road begins
at the main intersection in the village and
runs in a southerly direction before bendin
to the east, southeast. At the center and
along the school properties, this first sectign
of road has cobra head street lights This
route follows the old road pattern except fa
the middle section (between Bolton Road
and Woodchuck Hill Road). Historically,
the road led from Boxborough up over
Woodchuck Hill into the center. The
section nearest the village was part of the
road to and from Bolton. Massachusetts
Avenue retains many scenic features including topographicges, various bordering vegetation —
meadows, orchards, woods — and several historic propeftiese are a couple of hills with views and

also some sections with tree canopies. Presentlpphesrt of Massachusetts Avenue leads from the
main intersection at the village center south passingléineard Center Cemetery and three Harvard
schools — the Harvard Grammar School, the Harvard Elemyetduool and the old Bromfield School

(just opened as the Harvard Public Library), a Peabodysseatns building dating to 1878. A stone and
mortar retaining wall with granite block coping runeraj the cemetery where there is a wide sandy
shoulder. The state highway begins at this point wherevdhi¢ransitions to a low wall in front of the

old Bromfield School (now Library). The road rises sliglathd turns easterly at Bolton Road. After the
turn guardrails line both sides — metal on the north sidererod posts and rails on the south side. For a
short stretch the roadway is lined with asphalt Capeli@ochs (rolled asphalt berms about 1’ x 1
generally) and the shoulders are sandy or forested. Beyorihik Street, which leads to the

elementary school, is a meadow, then woods and the road aadaitidgith guardrails on the sides to
Slough Road. Here Massachusetts Avenue flattensheushbulders are narrow and sandy and the speed
limit drops from 35 mph to 30 mph due to the winding alignmdrgre it is hilly on the north side of the
road and wooded marshland on the south side.
Opposite Woodchuck Hill Road and Whitney
Lane on the north side are meadows, orchards
and the Westward Orchards Farm stand. Just
before this landmark the berm curbing ends
only to begin again east of the farm stand.

Piled stone walls line both sides approaching
Littleton County Road. The south side is
banked and stone walls are set back from the
road. From Littleton County Road
Massachusetts Avenue begins a long descent
down to Boxborough and Route 495. A truck
sign warning of the steep slope is on the south
side of the road and ledge is prevalent

showing that the road was cut through the
landscape here. Stone walls are set back from
the road and line both sides for the last segment frotetoin County Road to Boxborough.
Massachusetts Avenue is a state maintained road of 2éontde which has a double yellow center line
and white shoulder lines on each side of the road.
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Still River Road (Route 110) is 3.4 miles
leading from Bolton north through Still River
Village and northeasterly to Harvard's main
village center. Scenic characteristics on this
ancient road are abundant, particularly stunning
vistas, open meadows and farmland, stone walls
and fine examples of ¥&nd 19 century
farmsteads and village dwellings. At the Bolton
town boundary Still River Road has metal
guardrails, no shoulders and marsh land on each
side. The road ascends a hill and comes to the
ca. 1800 Captain Thaddeus Pollard-Isaac H
Marshall House and barn surrounded by
meadows (a tennis court) and marked by a fine old sycamea & front of the Georgian house.

Opposite this farmstead there are several lafe@ftury dwellings designed in the colonial tradition;
however they have broad lawns between the house and roag .obblarvard’s most striking views are
westerly from this vantage point overlooking the Still Rivaltey and Wachusett Mountain in the distant
background. Rolling hillside is on the east side of Biller Road where there are several new houses
near the West Bare Hill Road intersection. Stonesnaid post and rail fencing line properties near Still
River Village. The view overlooking the Immaculate HeaViagiry School and St. Benedict Abbey is of
the same valley, hills and mountain with more largenglhillside meadows on the east side of the road.
Still River Village is at a high elevation; it is surroudd®y open land, rolling meadows, and grassy
shoulders with mature trees. In the village there are 3arisiproperties on Still River Road that have
been documented, ranging from mid"X@ntury to the early 20century. Just beyond the village center
there are more open fields with post and rail fencangond in the fields and historic dwellings. A small
section of metal guardrail lines the road as it bentlse@ast. At Prospect Hill Road there are the
Deacon Charles Chase House on the northwest side and the bi@sTWillard House on the southeast
side. East of this intersection the roadside becomes wWauitle scattered boulders the 1734 Seven Well
Farm opposite conservation land and more hills withdyagls on each side. On the south side is
Bellevue Cemetery set back from the road with tall pinésont and a granite block retaining wall
marking the burial area of this cemetery established in 1B8%ond the cemetery the road slopes down
towards Madigan Lane. Stone walls line the road andré#eis wooded until reaching Madigan Lane
where there are stone retaining walls and historic properkast of this lane a tall arborvitae hedge
screens several properties on the south side just w€stngh Green Eyrie. At the intersection of Under
Pin Hill Road on the north side the road is bordered ondid#s by conservation land — Bowers Brook
crossing and its surrounding marshland. A culvert withigraopping carries the brook under the road
and wetlands spreads out to the south all
the way to Bare Hill Pond. From here
metal guardrails line both sides of the
road as it climbs the hill to the village
center where there are more historic
buildings lining the road edge. At the
village center old shielded street lights
cast the light to the down on the road.
Still River Road is approximately 22’
wide and has a double yellow center
stripe and white shoulder lines.
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Harvard Scenic Roads Bylaw

Chapter 90, SCENIC ROADS

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting of the TowrHafrvard 3-30-1974 by Art. 33.

Amendments noted where applicable.]

90.1 Purpose and designation.

In order to preserve the qualities and character of ohenfways, the following are designated as scenic
roads under the provisions of G.L. Chapter 40, Section 15C:

Armstrong Road

Bemis Road (Craggs Rd.)
Blanchard Road

Bolton Road

Brown Road

Cameron Road
Cleaves Hill Road
Cross Road

Cruft Lane

East Bare Hill Road
Eldridge Road

Elm Street

Fairbanks Street

Finn Road

Green Hill Road
Harvard Depot Road
Lancaster County Road
Littleton County Road

Littleton Road [Added 3-26-1977 ATM by Art.

32]

Madigan Lane
Mill Road

Murray Lane

Oak Hill Road
Old Boston Road
Old Littleton Road

90-2. Repair and maintenance.

Old Mill Road

Old Post Road

Old Schoolhouse Road
Old Shirley Road
Pattee Road
Pinnacle Road

Pond Road

Poor Farm Road
Prospect Hill Road
St. John Road

Scott Road

Shaker Road

Sherry Road

Slough Road

South Shaker Road
Still River Depot Road
Stow Road

Tahanto Trall

Under Pin Hill Road
Warren Avenue
West Bare Hill Road
Westcott Road
Whitney Lane
Whitney Road
Woodchuck Hill Road

Any repair, maintenance, reconstruction, or paving work @atierespect thereto, of a scenic road shall
not involve or included the cutting or removal of treeshertearing down or destruction of stone walls,
or portions thereof except with the prior written conserthefPlanning Board after a public hearing duly
advertised. In granting or refusing such consent, theniflg Board shall consider, among other things,
the public safety, scenic views, preservation of historitragional characteristics, and preservation and
enhancement of natural and aesthetic qualities of the envrdanriihe Planning Board may adopt
reasonable further standards relative to scenic roadsonsistent with this bylaw and the General Law.




Road Inventory

A field form may assist investigators in collecting necessdéoymation when on the road.

Field Form

Location-Town

Road Name/Route #

Road SegmentGPS or Landmark
Beginning End

General Direction

Road Specifications

Length Carriage Width

Surface

Speed Limit

Use Restrictions

Road Features in R.O.W(Indicate width, materials and type where applicable)

Topography

Bridges

Culverts

Shoulder
Curbing
Sidewalk

Trees

Stonewalls

Signs
Utilities
Other

General Character of Road Context

Open Land:

Forest:

Village or Town Center

Development (Residential, Commercial, Industrial)




Road Features List

This list can be used as a reminder of the types of featuresaairand may be used to add descriptions
and to keep a photo-log of the field investigation.

COMMUNITY

Road Name

Scenic Landscape Features Description

A. Topography
1) Flat
2) Gentle Slopes
3) Rolling
4) Steep
B. Agriculture: Fields/ Open Space
1) Hay

2) Pasture

3) Crops
4) Orchard
5) Other
C. Vegetation
1) Forest
2) Fields and Forest

3) Stands of Trees or Hedgerows

4) Tree Canopy

D. Rock — Geology

1) Cliffs

2) Boulders — Outcroppings
E. Water

1) Rivers or Streams

2) Lakes or Ponds

3) Marshes or Wetlands
4) Waterfalls
F. Vistas

1) Panoramic

2) Long View

3) Outstanding Feature




Scenic Landscape Features Description

G. Human-Built Features
1) Stone Walls & Fences

2) Bridges (not part of roadway)

3) Cemeteries

4) Farms

5) Village-Town Center
6) Residential

7) Industrial

8) Archaeology
9) Other

Massachusetts Heritage Landscape Inventory
Harvard Roads Inventory
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